
Red Rock Canyon Field Trips 

Red Rock Canyon is thrilled to announce that we will be offering standards-based field trips on-site
for the 2025-2026 school year! Below, you will find detailed information about the opportunities
available for each grade level, along with important details on registration and bus grants.

Students will engage in a phenomenon-based investigation of Red Rock Canyon’s desert ecology. By
observing animal signs such as tracks, scat, and burrows, they will gather evidence to support the
idea that animals are present even when not directly seen. Students will use these observations to
construct explanations about animal behavior, survival, and the importance of conserving desert

habitats.

1st Grade: Scats, Tracks, and Burrows

Location: Red Rock Canyon NCA Visitor’s Center Picnic Area and Moenkopi Trail
Days offered: Fridays

2nd Grade: Adaptations and the Desert

Location: Red Rock Canyon NCA Visitor’s Center Picnic Area and Moenkopi Trail
Days offered: Fridays

3rd Grade: Geology in Motion

Students will engage in a phenomenon-based investigation of Red Rock Canyon’s geology and its
connection to desert ecosystems. By observing changes in rock type, soil color, landforms, and the
presence of spring water, students will gather evidence to explain how the land has changed over

time and how those changes support plant, animal, and human life. Students will use these
observations to construct explanations about Earth’s processes, the diversity of soil and rock
materials, and the importance of protecting desert landscapes shaped by geologic forces.

Location: Lost Creek Trail
Days offered: Wednesdays and Thursdays

Students will practice recording their observations using various techniques including art and the use
of descriptive words.  Students will develop hypotheses based on observations to explore and
discuss these hypotheses with each other and the group.  Students will leave with a deeper

understanding of the connections between the environment and an organism’s physical adaptations.
This knowledge will enhance their ability to appreciate the uniqueness of the desert ecosystem and

recognize the importance of its conservation.  



4th Grade: Life in the Canyon - Why Red Rock Matters

Students will explore the natural and cultural resources of Red Rock Canyon National Conservation
Area to gain an understanding of how conservation supports the survival of desert plants and

animals, protects limited water sources like springs, and preserves the cultural heritage of Indigenous
peoples. Through-hands-on learning, reflection, and connection to place, students will be prepared
to become stewards of public lands and while earning their Every Kid Outdoors pass, empowering

them and their families to continue exploring and protecting public lands across the country. 

Location: Lost Creek Trail
Days offered: Wednesdays and Thursdays
We are excited to offer 4  grade field trips at Pine Creek Trail on certain Thursdays.th

5th Grade: Earth’s Systems and You

Students will extend their learning about Earth’s systems by making place-based observations along
Lost Creek Trail. During this activity, they will closely observe their surroundings, noting various
elements such as terrain, plants, signs of water flow, and other natural features. Additionally,

students will look for other valuable clues that showcase how Earth's systems interact with each
other. Through these observations, they will gain a deeper understanding of the interconnectedness

of natural processes by considering the role of water, land, and living organisms in shaping the
environment. This hands-on experience will enhance their appreciation for the complexities of

Earth's systems.

Location: Lost Creek Trail
Days offered: Wednesdays and Thursdays

Middle School: Survival in the Desert

Students will embark on an educational hike along Pine Creek Trail, where they will identify several
key features of the area, including physical features, water movement and availability, and plant
communities. This hands-on experience will not only enhance students’ understanding of ecology

and the resilience of life amidst environmental challenges but also encourage them to contemplate
how humans fit into this narrative. As they reflect on their role in the ecosystem, students will

consider ways they can contribute to the conservation and protection of these vital environments.

Location: Pine Creek Trail
Days offered: Thursdays



High School: Connections Through the Lens
Students will embark on an educational hike along Pine Creek Trail, using photography to deepen
their connection with the ecology of this unique desert ecosystem. This hands-on experience will

enhance their understanding of the interconnectedness within ecosystems and encourage them to
reflect on humanity's role in the natural world. By the end of the trip, students will gain valuable

insights and tools that will empower them to make informed decisions about how they engage with
public lands and natural spaces as they transition into adulthood.  ***Students will be required to

bring their own cameras or phones.  

Location: Pine Creek Trail
Days offered: Thursdays

Lost Creek Trail Moenkopi Trail Pine Creek Trail

Friends of Red Rock Canyon, a local non-profit, offers bus grants to reimburse
Title 1 schools for their bus transportation costs for Red Rock Canyon field trips.
For more details and to access the application form, visit friendsredrock.org. or
scan the QR code. Please direct any questions to busgrant@friendsredrock.org.

Southern Nevada Conservancy, a nonprofit partner of the Bureau of Land
Management, enhances the visitor experience at Red Rock Canyon through field
trips, guided hikes, educational activities, and interpretive programs. Our team
connects people to the natural and cultural world with engaging experiences
that spark curiosity, encourage conservation, and inspire interest in STEM and
stewardship. Please direct any field trip questions to nflores@snconservancy.org 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffriendsredrock.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccdtrump%40blm.gov%7C17c8f2fc76aa44354aaf08ddd463afed%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638900246793710989%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aD%2FWetHyyNs%2FyWZRXMc5FW18G9f9gFnjyjPXG3IiL6o%3D&reserved=0
mailto:busgrant@friendsredrock.org



