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Red Rock Canyon NCA Artist-in-Residence 

Program Overview & Expectations 
Fall 2026 & Spring Programs 

 

 

 
 
Friends of Red Rock Canyon and the Bureau of Land Management are thrilled to 
welcome local artists to apply for our Fall 2026 and Spring 2027 Artist-in-Residence 
programs. We will select one artist for each program. Below are the program details. 
Please reach out to air@friendsredrock.org with any questions. 
 
Program Objectives 
The program’s purpose is to allow artists to spend time in and gain inspiration from the 
beauty of Red Rock Canyon NCA and to celebrate and share the art that results with 
our visitor community. The work completed under this program will contribute to the 
public’s understanding, appreciation, and stewardship of Red Rock Canyon NCA.  
 
We hope that this program will provide wonderfully enriching experiences and exposure 
for both our artists and our visitors. 
 
Fall 2026 Residency Dates 

• October 18th - 24th with a culminating event on November 21st  
• Application deadline: June 1st  

 
Spring 2027 Residency Dates 

• March 21st – Mar 27th with a culminating event on April 24th.  
• Application deadline: June 1st  

 
Honorarium 
The artists chosen will each receive a $2,500 honorarium from Friends of Red Rock 
Canyon, to be paid in two installments (50% at beginning of their residency; 50% at their 
culminating event).  
 
Expectations 

• The work completed under this program will contribute to the public 
understanding, appreciation and stewardship of Red Rock Canyon NCA. 

• The artists will spend significant time in Red Rock Canyon NCA during their 
residency (i.e., approximately 25 hours during the 7-day period*). In addition, the 
artists will return for a culminating event during the month following the residency. 
The culminating event may vary for each artist; it could include an art show, an 
art demo, a lecture, an interview about the experience, etc., and we welcome the 
chosen artists’ input into their events. 

• The artists will be provided with access to Red Rock Canyon NCA for no charge, 
and no reservation will be required during the residency and for the interim period 
before the culminating event. 

• The artists will need private transportation to access Red Rock Canyon NCA. 
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• Red Rock Canyon can be the source of inspiration and/or art can be created 
onsite.  

• The artists will donate one (1) original piece of art that represents their residency 
to become the property of Red Rock Canyon NCA at the culminating event. 
Friends of Red Rock Canyon and the Bureau of Land Management may use this 
piece in future interpretive materials, digital media, and branded products, 
crediting the artist appropriately. The artists acknowledge that this piece is to be 
entered into the public domain and that they therefore forfeit rights to its 
exclusive use. 

• If desired, the artists may access any public interpretive events during their 
residencies, and private interpretive events (e.g., hikes with BLM rangers) can 
also be arranged.  

• The artists will be accessible to the public during their time at Red Rock Canyon 
NCA (e.g., brief interactions with passersby if creating art on a hiking trail).  

• The artists will host one public event at Red Rock Canyon NCA during the 
residency week. This could involve a demo, workshop, lecture or the like.  

• The artists will participate in a culminating event to celebrate their residency in 
the month following their residencies; this could take many forms and the artists 
will participate in the event design. 

• Because of Red Rock Canyon’s status as a National Conservation Area, there 
can be no amplified music outdoors, and there can be no outdoor installations in 
the NCA. Please consider these restrictions when developing your proposal. 

 
*There may be some schedule flexibility as long as all expectations are met during the 
program period (Oct 18 – Nov 21 or Mar 21 – April 24). 

 
Artist Criteria 

• Open to any career stage; emerging, mid-career or established artists welcome 
• Open to any discipline 
• Open to local applicants 
• Open to artists 18 years or older 
 

Selection Process  
Representatives from Red Rock Canyon NCA and Friends of Red Rock Canyon will 
review submitted applications and interview the top candidates. Selections will be made 
on the basis of merit and alignment of their residency plans with the program’s mission. 
Selections will be made without regard to race, religion, sex, disability, marital status, or 
age. 
 
Artists can indicate a preference for which residency they prefer, and we will attempt to 
accommodate. However, the final scheduling decision resides with the program 
administrators.  
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